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One wintry morning in 2016 at the University of New South Wales, I had a discussion about
philosophical inquiry in schools with Kenneth Tse. It was about work that I had been carrying out
for many years in schools in Australia and abroad. Kenneth was on a mission and I soon found
myself recruited to set up a Philosophical Inquiry (PI) program at HKUGA College. That ended up
involving several visits over the next few years to train staff and help guide the way forward.

The Foundation could not have been more welcoming and it was always a pleasure to work with the
teachers and students. I well recall the introductory demonstration lesson that I gave at the College
in front of a sizable group of onlookers. The students, although a little shy at first, quickly showed a
lively interest, and it was clear that those who had come to observe were intent on finding out about
this new approach to teaching and learning. That turned out to be my experience on every occasion
that I worked with the staff and students of the College.

Philosophical inquiry in schools is a way of strengthening students’ reasoning and conceptual
abilities through inquiry-based collaborative learning. Whether as an adjunct to studies, or built into
the delivery of subjects within the curriculum, it has been shown to yield some impressive results
around the world. The inclusion of PI in the College is unique in Hong Kong, however, and the EF
is to be congratulated for its forward-looking approach to education.

These are challenging times both socially and economically, making it more important than ever that
school education develop young people’s abilities to think cogently and creatively in working with
their peers and for the betterment of the world in which they will live. The College’s PI program is
an effort in that direction and I wish it every success in the years to come.

Dr. Philip Cam

School of Humanities and Languages, University of New South Wales
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